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The Leprosy Mission New Zealand
Wednesday, 22nd October 2008
Running for Rights – At the Auckland Marathon 2008!
The Leprosy Mission New Zealand is taking part in the Auckland Marathon 2008, bringing to the attention of NZ’ers that Leprosy still exists, and those affected by this curable disease are in dire need of help to regain their basic human rights.
The Leprosy Mission New Zealand, is one of the oldest charities in NZ, and has seen the fight against leprosy change over the years from purely care orientated, through the excitement as a cure was found in 1982, and on to today where the focus is more on ensuring the rights of those affected by the terrible stigma of this disease.  

Leprosy usually comes hand in hand with poverty and loss of basic human rights, as those diagnosed with leprosy face unfair stigma and therefore have to fight even harder to be heard.  
The Leprosy Mission New Zealand places high priority on partnerships. In particular with grassroots membership organisations made up of people experiencing leprosy.  Their full participation as equal partners in discussions and decision-making is in response to their plea, “please don’t talk about us and make decisions for us, without us” 

The Running for Rights team is participating in the Adidas Auckland Marathon 2008, to bring the work of The Leprosy Mission New Zealand back into view of the New Zealand public, an example of the active way in which this organisation continues to work for those affected by leprosy.
Leprosy still affects millions of people all over the world, at a rate of approximately 1 diagnosis every minute of every day.
For more information contact Cathy McIntosh, Communications & Advocacy.

The Leprosy Mission New Zealand.  (09) 630 2818

Cathy.mcintosh@leprosymission.org.nz     www.leprosymission.org.nz
