Youth Advocate Scholarship Recipients Announced
AUCKLAND, 7th December 2010
The Leprosy Mission New Zealand is very excited to announce the five successful candidates for its 2011 Youth Advocate Scholarships. 
The group will travel to Nepal in early 2011 to see the Leprosy Mission’s work in action, and learn about the medical, social and psychological impacts of the disease. Upon their return, the participants will become active Youth Advocates in their own communities.
 “It was an incredibly difficult decision,” says Gillian Whitley, Donor Development Manager at the Leprosy Mission New Zealand. “We had 15 very strong candidates who were all extremely motivated and committed to the Leprosy Mission’s work.”
All of the candidates were part of the Mission’s Running 4 Rights Team that participated in the Auckland Marathon on October 31st. The team fundraised over $9,000 for the Leprosy Mission’s work with leprosy-affected families around the world.  
The five recipients of the scholarship are:
Stacey Cleland
Stacey has enjoyed a gap year in Auckland and will be returning to Palmerston North next year to undertake a business studies degree at Massey University. Stacey took a novel approach to meeting her fundraising challenge and sold her clothes on Trade Me, leaving her with only 20 items in her wardrobe! 
Yeri Ahn
Yeri is a fifth year medical student at the University of Auckland and has a passion for medical mission. She is currently involved with a number of medical organisations including the New Zealand Medical Student’s Association and Medical Students for Global Awareness. Over the last few years, Yeri has been involved in awareness-raising and fundraising activities for Riding for the Disabled, Cure Kids and Rotaract Youth Auckland.
Vicky Gray
Vicky is a first year student at Auckland University of Technology studying towards a Bachelor of Communications. She is very active in the community and has organised fundraising events for her school (including Shave 08), Child Cancer Foundation, Autism New Zealand and World Vision. Vicki has also helped out at Youthline. 
Eve Decker
Eve is a first year Bachelor of Science student at the University of Auckland aiming for acceptance into medicine in 2011. She has been involved with numerous organisations including ZONTA, SADD, Spirit of New Zealand and Outward Bound.  As a volunteer for UNITEC Home Tutors, Eve has taught English to house-bound new immigrants and refugees.
Abigail Yong
Abigail is studying towards both a Bachelor of Pharmacy and Bachelor of Science (Psychology) at the University of Auckland.  She has been a volunteer at Starship Children’s Hospital in the Eating Disorders Unit, spending time with children playing games, and helping with arts and crafts activities. Abigail has also volunteered and raised funds for Save the Children Foundation, World Vision 40 Hour Famine and the Haiti earthquake.
 “We are really looking forward to working with a group of such amazing and inspiring young people,” says Gillian. “We are sure that all of the recipients will find it a rewarding and life-changing experience.”
Leprosy Mission New Zealand initiated the Youth Advocate Scholarship programme during the International Year of Youth to provide young adults with a passion for mission the opportunity to witness leprosy-related work first hand. Leprosy is often seen as irrelevant in today’s society yet it still exists, affecting millions of families living in some of the world’s poorest countries. 
Families living with leprosy and disability are often socially excluded and denied access to basic services, while fear of rejection prevents many people from seeking treatment, resulting in life-long disabilities. The Leprosy Mission’s global goal is to eradicate both the causes and consequences of the disease, and support from New Zealanders enables the Leprosy Mission New Zealand to fund a number of life-changing projects around the world. 
The Leprosy Mission believes that the disease can be eradicated within our children’s lifetimes, which is why it is so important to engage youth and ensure they are part of the solution. 
Following their Nepal experience, the Youth Advocates will be able to raise awareness for leprosy-affected communities and families with confidence and passion.
About Leprosy Mission New Zealand
The Leprosy Mission New Zealand is a Christian development organisation that works with leprosy-affected families living in some of the world’s poorest communities. Established in 1912, we are one of the oldest and most trusted charities in New Zealand.  We are part of the Leprosy Mission International, a leading Christian development organisation that has a presence in over 28 leprosy-affected countries around the world. For more information visit www.leprosymission.org.nz 
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