World Leprosy Day 2011
Local Photographer Captures the Realities of Living with Leprosy
AUCKLAND: January 17th 2011
Auckland based photographer Michael Bradley has photographed leprosy-affected people living in some of the world’s poorest communities and is currently exhibiting a collection of his breathtaking images at NorthArt Gallery in Northcote, Auckland.  The exhibition has been timed to coincide with World Leprosy Day which will be celebrated around the globe on Sunday 30th January.  
Aptly called ‘Stigma’, the exhibition documents the work of the Leprosy Mission New Zealand in India, Nepal and Bangladesh and captures the day to day realties for children and families living with the disease and its often devastating consequences. He hopes that his images will help raise awareness of the disease and the Leprosy Mission’s vital work to combat the stigma and discrimination that so often accompanies it. 
“I was very impressed with the Leprosy Mission’s work in all three countries and felt compelled to share what I had experienced with the New Zealand public,” says Michael. “As a father of two young boys I was particularly moved by the plight of children living in the slums, and one of my favourite images in the exhibition is of a young boy dressed as Batman who I encountered in a refugee camp in Dhaka.”
Every year, millions of people worldwide celebrate World Leprosy Day and the progress the Leprosy Mission has made towards a world free from leprosy and its devastating consequences.  For the Leprosy Mission in New Zealand, this year’s World Leprosy Day will also be a time for renewing hope following the recent government funding cuts for overseas aid which saw funding slashed for projects outside of the Pacific region. 
 “World Leprosy Day and Leprosy Awareness Month are especially important to us this year as we are facing the worst funding crisis in the history of the Leprosy Mission,” says Brent Morgan, Executive Director of the Leprosy Mission New Zealand. “We were delighted when Michael came to us with the idea for the exhibition and hope his images will encourage more New Zealanders to support our life-changing work.”
Leprosy is a universal disease - it has no borders – and the Leprosy Mission New Zealand have projects in Bangladesh, India, Nepal, China and Ethiopia that urgently need more funding. These projects are providing vital support and services to leprosy-affected individuals and their families and they are determined to keep them up and running. 
According to the World Health Organisation, the number of people newly diagnosed with leprosy in 2009 in Papua New Guinea was 435. Each of these individuals and their families desperately need support, but the number of people newly diagnosed in India in the same year was a staggering 133,717.  
While these figures do not include the number of existing families already affected by leprosy, they clearly show the huge need for the Leprosy Mission’s work to detect, diagnose and treat leprosy outside of the Pacific region.
“I passionately believe it is our duty to help all families affected by leprosy, no matter where they live in relation to our own families.” says Brent.  “The funding cuts have been devastating, but I am confident that together we can, and will, get through these incredibly challenging times on our journey towards a world without leprosy.”
The exhibition is open to the public from 10am to 4pm every day and closes on World Leprosy Day, (Sunday 30th January). 
To find out more about World Leprosy Day, Leprosy Awareness Month and how you can help, visit www.leprosymission.org.nz 
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The Leprosy Mission New Zealand is a Christian development organisation that works with leprosy-affected families living in some of the world¹s poorest communities. Established in 1912, we are one of the oldest and most trusted charities in New Zealand.  We are part of the Leprosy Mission International, a leading Christian development organisation that has a presence in over 28 leprosy-affected countries around the world. For more information visit www.leprosymission.org.nz
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